


            Write a new book: Developing a Superb Musical Ear 
(for piano or keyboardists too??) 

Ted Greene, Sunday, 1995-07-16 
 
The method: Contrasting Progressions…in short units (optional, then longer) with one constant 
and one variable…. Inspired by hearing the “Hawaii Five-O” theme this morning and not 
grasping every chord instantly. 
 
Begin in the Composite American Minor Key…with Triads (since it’s more popular and loved 
now than major!) 
 
Example: 
IV and iv 
Dm – G ….   Dm – Gm     ||     Bm – Em ….   Bm – E     || 
 
(Optional two more keys:)  
G#m – C#m ….   G#m – C#     ||     Fm – Bb ….   Fm – Bbm     || 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
How to Manifest the Above to Teach i.e. 
[To] Illustrate all this is a big issue: should I use little triads? Open triads? 4-noters? Melodized? 
Common Tone Soprano where musical? Strummed verses plucked or both? Various Rhythms?  
 
v and V 
Other crucial triads then can follow: 
Dm – Am….Dm – A   ||  Bbm – F….Bbm – Fm   ||  F#m – C#m….F#m – C#   || 
 
 
The vocabulary: 
Dm, Db, Eb, E, Em, F, (Fm), Gm, G, Am, A, Bb, Bbm, C, (Cm), Db. All others (such as F#m) 
 
 
“Good Thing” (by Fine Young Cannibals) like old “Bread Butter” feel: 
D  F  Am  G  all with Root on top; also other sopranos, also in open triads. 
//  //   //     // 
 
* New term for me “key loosening” 
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